
VERNE Press Release – for public release in January 2025 

  

The VERNE project launches with a vision of accessible circular 
solutions for sustainable tourism 
Tourism’s ecological footprint is a continuous challenge for local communities and their 
ecosystems, it contributes to national greenhouse gas emissions, exerts pressure on local 
water and natural resources and the current prevailing models grow ever more 
unsustainable. In response the VERNE project is aiming to accelerate the transition of 
local and regional tourist destinations toward more sustainable and circular models 
across Europe. VERNE seeks to redefine sustainable tourism by integrating circular 
economy principles that minimise waste, reduce energy consumption, and safeguard local 
ecosystems. 

VERNE envisions a transformative shift to a tourism model which places sustainability and 
circular principles at their core. By fostering collaboration across sectors such as mobility, 
food, construction, and waste management, the project promotes resilient, inclusive, and 
environmentally responsible practices that benefit both local communities and industry 
stakeholders. 

VERNE’s ambitious mission is driven by a consortium of 15 multidisciplinary organisations 
from 10 European countries. Together we are; 

Promoting Circular Solutions to reduce resource depletion and emissions while 
promoting the reuse and recycling of materials within the tourism sector. 

Engaging with diverse stakeholders, from industry leaders and policymakers to 
local communities and tourists, to co-develop integrated and practical solutions. 

Creating the VERNE One-Stop-Shop for Sustainable Tourism.  

VERNE will demonstrate its solutions in five representative European tourist destinations. 
These pilots will validate scalable approaches, such as improved waste and food waste 
management, digital tools, wastewater treatment, and the use of electric vehicles. The 
outcomes will inform new business models, showcasing measurable impacts on 
competitiveness and sustainability. 

A cornerstone of the VERNE initiative is to become the One-Stop-Shop for Sustainable 
Tourism, a dynamic platform offering accessible best practices and case studies on 
circular tourism solutions, tools and guidelines for stakeholders to implement sustainable 
practices with insights from sister European initiatives and projects. Our vision is to use 



this Hub to empower stakeholders across Europe to adopt innovative strategies and share 
knowledge to collectively shape the future of tourism. 

Follow VERNE on social media for updates, insights, information on our upcoming events 
and opportunities to get involved! 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/verne-project 

Instagram: @verneprojecteu 

Bluesky: @verneproject.bsky.social 

  

Stay tuned for more updates as VERNE promotes circular economy strategies to create a 
sustainable and inclusive tourism ecosystem that addresses environmental, social, and 

economic challenges. 
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